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The Hon Carmel Tebbutt

Minister for Education and Training

New South wWales

23 November 2006
MEDIA STATEMENT

THE IEMMA GOVERNMENT'S ACHIEVEMENTS IN PUBLIC EDUCATION

NSW Minister for Education, Carmel Tebbuft, today said the NSW Labor Government
would continue to work hard to provide parents and students in New South Wales with a
world class public education system,

Speaking in Parliament today, Ms Tebbutt said that the NSW Labor Government had
doubled funding to public schools and is now investing more per student than almaost all
other states and territories.

“This Labor Government is proud of it's achievements in Education which include;
e Delivering smalier class sizes in the early years;

* Employing an additional 2,200 classroom teachers and an extra 4,500 support
staff:

¢ Boosting the pay of an experienced teacher by 78 per cent;

» Building 78 new schools, invested more than $3 billion upgrading existing
facilities, including 33 new gyms and 125 new halls, and more than doubled the
school maintenance budget;

¢ Increasing annual funding for technology initiatives ten-fold, connected every
school to the Internet and delivered almost 250,000 new computers;

¢ Establishing Australia’s first teacher professional hody — the Institute of Teachers
— to oversee accreditation and teaching standards.

¢ Strengthening the State's world class end of school credential:
¢ |mplementing a suite of sophisticated, world class testing programs;

¢ More than doubling the funding for students with special needs, including the
provision of a teacher and teacher's aide in every special education class;

¢ Almost tripling funding for literacy and numeracy programs and over the next four
will be investing $616 million in targeted programs;

¢ Establishing the $16 million Priority Action Schools Program to support the
State's most disadvantaged students.

“What's more, the achieverments have been unrelenting since Morris lemma became
Premier,” said Ms Tebbutt.
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In just 15 months, the lemma Government has:
* Addressed the maintenance backlog and initiated the largest ever school building
program;
* Announced the creation of the State's first ten trade schoals;
* Acted to provide parents with new plain English student reports;
¢ Reaffirmed the important values of Respect and Responsibility.

"The Labor Government has been delivering on public education and we will continue to
do so," said Ms Tebbutt

“The State Plan lays out the lemma Government's vision for the future and sets out
clearly articulated goals.

"“This is contrast to the Opposition, whao in $20 billion worth of spending promises hasn’t
come up with a single policy for education.

"With four months to go until the next State election, it is high time the Liberals stop
shedding crocodile tears and outline what it intends to do with respect to the State’s
public school. NSW families have a right to know.

“The Liberals’ record is one of wiping schools of the map.

Between 1988 and 1995, the previous Liberal Party government closed 74 schools and
scrapped 2,400 teaching positions.

“It would be a grave day for our world class public education system if Peter Debnam

ever got his hands on it," said Ms Tebbutt.

Media Contact: Melanie Stewart 0422 984 299
Jeff Singleton 0410 476 890



<886 15:48:27 Fax Msg Ta: >

B2 92392589 SHARPE, PENNY

Page HB3 Of BA3

THE FACTS: LABOR’S STRONG RECORD OF INVESTING IN PUBLIC EDUCATION

School funding $4.2 billion $8.0 billion + 90%
Average funding per student $5,273 $10,158 T 92%
Salary of an experienced teacher $42.016 $72 454 1 72%
Full time teacher numbers 49 697 51,942 1 2,245
Average primary school class sizes 26.9 246 123
IT Budget $18 million $180 millien 1 900%
Ratio of computers to students 1.20 1:5

Special Education Budget $328.8 million | $839.4 million | 1T 155%
Literacy and numeracy programs $53 million $154 million 1 190%
ji';‘;gs: :;rg‘;?g;%‘fn”tgmica"y $43 million $89 milion | 1 107%
School maintenance $88.8 million $226.8 million | 1 156%
School capital works $202.9 million $485.5 million | 1 139%
Schools with air-cooling 167 More than 800

Schools with security fences 0 418




