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Bathurst’s Organic vineyard a showcase for growing industry
A new organic vineyard at the Department of Primary Industries’ (DPI) Centre for Organic Horticulture is a showcase for an industry that continues to grow in value and popularity, Minister for Primary Industries Ian Macdonald said in Bathurst today.

“We look forward with great anticipation to enjoying the first drop of wine from the wine grapes in this vineyard in either 2010 or 2011,” Minister Macdonald said.

 “This vineyard is the culmination of the $120,000 investment in infrastructure at the Bathurst Centre for Organic Horticulture which was designed to assist in the development of the organic industry in NSW.

“It will be used for both extension and research purposes and will capitalise on existing links to the National Wine and Grape Industry Centre and Charles Sturt University campuses at Wagga Wagga and Orange.
Minister Macdonald said the NSW organics industry continued to grow at about 10-15% each year, and now enjoyed a retail value of about $200M.

With 31% of certified organic farms, and 26% of the national organic retail and wholesale sector located in NSW, the State is playing a leading role in the industry’s growth, he said.

Minister Macdonald also used the vineyard launch to promote a new wine industry award which is specifically designed to acknowledge the growing organic wine industry.

 “The 2009 NSW Organic Wine Industry Award will be presented to a NSW organic vigneron who has made an outstanding contribution to the organic wine industry,” Minister Macdonald said.
“This sector, while small, is growing – and there is a need to recognise the contribution made by those winemakers who have not only developed an organic production system, but also contributed to the growth of this category in the market place.”
Minister Macdonald said future activities at the Bathurst centre included research trials and training courses aimed at improving the consistency of wine makers’ skills and products.

“Today we celebrate the latest milestone in the State Government’s $250,000 investment commitment to assist the organics industry in NSW,” he said.

“We are working closely with the industry to develop necessary legislative mechanisms to ensure consumer confidence in organic products, developing production guidelines and training packages to assist producers, and new initiatives to sustain potential growth.”
Minister Macdonald welcomed new Organic Ministerial Advisory Committee (OMAC) member and north coast-based organic producer Tom Hackett to the meeting of the OMAC at Bathurst, which coincided with the vineyard launch.
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