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Wednesday, 10 December 2008
DROUGHT IMPROVES AS LOCUST FIGHT STEPS UP
The drought has eased across parts of NSW in the lead up to Christmas, however, the same rains have brought renewed threat of a locust plague over the holiday season, Primary Industries Minister Ian Macdonald said today.

Minister Macdonald said the November figures showed 55.5% of the State was in drought (down from 62.8%), while the marginal area had dropped from 17.4% to 14.3%.
 Just over 30% of NSW is satisfactory – up from 19.8%.
However, Minister Macdonald warned locusts remained a serious challenge to farmers, with second generation hatchings expected in coming weeks posing another threat to pasture and late crops.

“Unfortunately, surveillance of current plague activity is indicating a much larger new generation will start hatching before Christmas,” Minister Macdonald said .

“Widespread hatching over more than 130,000 hectares is expected to peak between December 18 and the new year – a bleak Christmas present for our drought weary farmers.

“At least 97 per cent of locusts would need to be controlled to prevent another generation of at least the same size, but climatic conditions over spring have favoured the locusts and hindered control. 

“Regular rainfall – while it has been good for the drought - has provided an ongoing feed supply, delayed spraying activities and discouraged locusts forming sufficient swarms large enough and dense enough to spray.

“My message to all landholders is to report swarms and egg beds so your property can be monitored and we can plan to ensure sufficient insecticide is available to be distributed to you early in the New Year.

“The window for treatment will be much shorter in the hot summer weather, so we have to prepare now.”

Minister Macdonald said landholders had treated almost 100,000 hectares of banding locusts in spring, significantly reducing the impact of the next generation.

“The spring offensive stopped one million hectares of swarms from forming, conservatively saving an estimated $200 million of pasture and crops being destroyed over the life of that generation,” he said.

 “The challenge now for landholders is to build on their successful spring response by continuing to look for locusts of all ages, reporting them to local Rural Lands Protection Boards (RLPBs) and treating them.
“You need to actively look over your property on a regular basis and report any signs of egg laying, new hatchings, congregating nymph bands, or mature swarms.”
Minister Macdonald said the same rain that was hampering the battle against the locusts had helped replenish pasture and on-farm water supplies, as well as boosting crops in final stages in some areas.
“The whole State received average to above average rainfall – and in some areas including the north west, north coast and far north west, above average falls,” he said.

“As a result, parts of a number of Rural Land Protection Board (RLPBs) have moved out of drought including Coonabarabran, Dubbo, Northern New England, Nyngan and Yass, while whole Boards at Moree and Narrabri moved out of drought.

Minister Macdonald said a combination of downgrading of grain quality due to moisture and lower commodity prices would impact on some cropping producers, however, overall the harvest was greatly improved on recent years.

“It is the biggest winter crop harvested in many years,” he said.

“Average wheat yield across NSW is about 2.1 tonnes a hectare. This harvest NSW will produce 6.45 million tonnes of wheat. This is well up the on 2007 crop which was 1.8 million tonnes in volume.”
The NSW Government has now committed $450 million in drought assistance measures since 2002 and will continue to work with the farming industry through this drought.

Media Contact: Jason Bartlett, 0438 209 281

REVOCATIONS (moved out of drought)

Coonabarabran
Part of Division A moved from drought to marginal


(Whole Board now marginal)

Dubbo
Part of Division A moved from drought to marginal

Moree
Whole Board moved from drought to satisfactory

Narrabri
Whole Board moved from drought to marginal

Northern New England
Divisions B & D and part of Division A moved from drought to marginal

Nyngan
Division A and part of Division B moved from drought to marginal
Yass
Part of Division A moved from drought to marginal
ALTERATIONS (moved between marginal and satisfactory)

IMPROVED (marginal to satisfactory)

Armidale
Whole Board moved from marginal to satisfactory

Dubbo
Division B and part of Divisions A & C moved from marginal to satisfactory

Mudgee-Merriwa
Divisions C & D and part of Division A moved from marginal to satisfactory


(Whole Board now satisfactory)
Northern New England
Part of Division C moved from marginal to satisfactory

Walgett
Whole Board moved from marginal to satisfactory
For drought maps and information on assistance go to www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/drought
